
New Construction Program

West Valley 
Central School District

“Like a lot of schools in the
State, the West Valley School
buildings were not constructed
with energy efficiency in mind,”
observed superintendent Charles
Rinaldi. “NYSERDA’s New
Construction Program helped
identify some relatively easy
ways to save energy and redi-
rect those dollars into resources
for our students.”

“We find it refreshing to see a
government agency take a
proactive role in investigating
and investing in alternative fuels
and systems.”

- Charles Rinaldi,
Superintendent,

West Valley Central School 

For more information about these services, contact NYSERDA

toll free 1-866-NYSERDA, locally (518) 862-1090, 

or e-mail: info@nyserda.org

www.nyserda.org/programs/New_Construction/default.asp

West Valley Central School District Improves 
Energy Efficiency
West Valley, Cattaraugus County

Background

The West Valley Central School District recently completed a large-scale renovation and expansion project

of its existing school building. The project consisted of upgrading this building to better provide 21st centu-

ry educational services to its students, and provide an improved learning and 

teaching environment. 

West Valley Central School District sought to incorporate energy-efficient equipment and measures 

during the renovation. It applied for assistance through NYSERDA’s New York Energy $martSM

New Construction Program, and, as a result, an energy analysis was completed by Wendel Duchscherer

Architects and Engineers PC, a NYSERDA technical consultant. The analysis was performed in coopera-

tion with the project architect, Thomas Associates. 

Recommendations

The energy analysis recommended several measures to reduce electrical consumption at the school, 

including:

•  High-efficiency lighting fixtures and occupancy sensors

•  Direct digital-control energy-management system including an electrical 

demand-limiting feature

Incentives and Results

NYSERDA’s $15,298 incentive to install these energy-efficient measures resulted in:

•  Annual operational savings of $2,350 or 20,277 kWh

•  Peak-demand energy savings of 269 kilowatts during the summer

•  Annual CO2 emissions reduction of 8.95 tons

The improved building-control system monitors all new and existing classroom ventilators, air handlers,

boilers, and hot water systems.  

New York Energy $martSM

All New York Energy $martSM programs are funded by a System Benefits Charge

(SBC) paid by electric distribution customers of Central Hudson, Con Edison, NYSEG,

Niagara Mohawk, Orange and Rockland, and Rochester Gas and Electric. NYSERDA, 

a public benefit corporation established by law in 1975, administers SBC funds and 

programs under an agreement with the Public Service Commission.

New York Energy $martSM programs are designed to lower electricity costs by 

encouraging energy efficiency as the State’s electric utilities move to competition. 

The programs are available to electric distribution customers (residential, commercial,

institutional, and industrial) who pay into the SBC.


